PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT

MEETING DATE: September 24, 2003 ITEM NoO. GoAL: Coordinate Planning to Balance Infrastructure

SUBJECT

REQUEST

OWNER

APPLICANT CONTACT

LOCATION

BACKGROUND

APPLICANT’S
PROPOSAL

Desert Mountain Cactus

Request to approve a conditional use permit for an alternative concealment
wireless communication facility (30 ft tall stealth saguaro cactus) on a 26 +/-
acre parcel located at 39730 N Cave Creek Road with Open Space
Environmentally Sensitive Lands District (O-S ESL) zoning.

22-UP-2003

Key Items for Consideration:

e The wireless communications facility will be concealed with a 30-foot tall
faux cactus.

o The nearest home is approximately 400 feet from the proposed facility.

e There has been no public
comment.

112TH
STREET

Related Policies, References:
3-TA-2000#2, Wireless Text
Amendment

Desert Mountain Properties ?&@*
480-595-4000 3 ©

Harry Bekkela
Voicestream
602-643-3000 CAREFREE WY.

39730 N Cave Creek Rd i E
General Location Map N.T.8.

Zoning.

The 26-acre site is zoned Open Space/Environmentally Sensitive Lands (O-
S/ESL) and contains a golf course and maintenance facilities. The O-S/ESL
zoning district allows alternative concealment wireless communications
facilities, such as a faux cactus, and requires conditional use permits when
they exceed 24 feet in height. The surrounding property is zoned residential.

Goal/Purpose of Request.

The applicant is requesting approval for a conditional use permit to build a
Wireless Communications Facility (WCF) at the Desert Mountain Golf Course
maintenance facility. The proposed WCF will be concealed within a 30-foot-
tall artificial (faux) saguaro cactus behind the scenic corridor and 60-feet from
the Cave Creek Road right-of-way line. The faux cactus will be placed behind
two existing trees, and the applicant proposes to add two more trees and a new
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Scottsdale Planning Commission Report Case No. 22-UP-2003

IMPACT ANALYSIS

living 15-foot tall saguaro cactus to help blend the faux cactus into the existing
natural environment. The artificial saguaro skin is molded out of a sun-
resistant fiberglass casting of an actual saguaro cactus to help blend it with the
natural environment.

The proposed equipment cabinets will be placed behind the existing screen
wall surrounding the golf course maintenance facility, which is also located
approximately 60 feet from the Cave Creek Road right-of-way line. The coax
cable, electric, and telephone line between the faux saguaro and equipment
will be underground.

Development information.

e FExisting Use: Vacant (scenic corridor/Tract A)

e Buildings/Description: No buildings proposed; faux cactus and
equipment

e Parcel Size: Tract A, approximately +/- 1.1 acre

e Proposed cactus height: 30 feet

Use Permit Criteria.

Conditional use permits, which may be revocable, conditional, or valid for a

specified time period, may be granted only when expressly permitted only

after the Planning Commission has made a recommendation and the City

Council has found as follows:

A. That the granting of such conditional use permit will not be materially
detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare. In reaching this
conclusion, the Planning Commission and the City Council's consideration
shall include, but not be limited to, the following factors:

1. Damage or nuisance arising from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration or
illumination.

o The placement of a faux cactus with a wireless communications
facility within it will not produce any noise, smoke, odor, dust,
vibration, or illumination to the site or the surrounding areas.

o The equipment for the facility will be located within an existing
enclosed maintenance facility yard.

e The nearest home is approximately 400 feet from the proposed
Sacility.

2. Impact on surrounding areas resulting from an unusual volume or
character of traffic.

e A service vehicle will visit the site once per month for
maintenance, and parking will occur in the existing maintenance
facility yard.

3. There are no other factors associated with this project that will be
materially detrimental to the public.

o The project does not have any other factors that will be
materially detrimental to the public.

B. The characteristics of the proposed conditional use are reasonably
compatible with the types of uses permitted in the surrounding areas.

o The proposed area consists of open space containing trees, shrubs,
cacti, and other natural materials. The proposed faux cactus is
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STAFF
RECOMMENDATION

RESPONSIBLE
DEPT(S)

STAFF CONTACT(S)

compatible with the surrounding landscaping and does not
significantly change the character of the area.
C. The additional conditions specified in Section 1.403, as applicable, have
been satisfied.

o The conditional use permit approval is valid for a five (5) year period
only and will be subject to re-approval at that time.

e The shape of the personal wireless service facility (faux cactus)
blends with the natural environment and is not intrusive in its setting
or obtrusive to views.

o The personal wireless service facility (faux cactus) blends into its
setting and is not intrusive on the landscaping.

e The applicant has submitted documentation that the WCF meets or
exceeds the Federal Communication Commission’s radio frequency
safety standards.

e The Desert Mountain community association and property owners
within 750 feet of the site have been notified.

Open space, scenic corridors.

The WCF (faux cactus) is located behind the existing scenic corridor and 60-
feet from the Cave Creek Road right-of-way line. The scenic corridor starts at
the right-of-way line, which is approximately 20 feet north of the existing
street shoulder.

Community involvement.

Desert Mountain Properties have entered into a lease for this facility, and the
property owners within 750 feet of the site have been notified. There have
been no public comments received regarding this request.

Policy implications.
e Provide wireless communication service for all areas of the city.
e Minimize the visual, environmental, and neighborhood impacts
associated with personal wireless service facilities.

Recommended Approach:
Staff recommends approval, subject to the attached stipulations.

Planning and Development Services Department
Current Planning Services

Tim Curtis

Project Coordination Manager
Phone: 480-312-4210

E-mail: tcurtis@ScottsdaleAZ.gov
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APPROVED BY

ATTACHMENTS

Tim Curtis
Report Author

Randy Grant
Chief Planning Officer
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Applicant’s Narrative

2. Context Aerial

2A. Aerial Close-Up
Land Use Map
Zoning Map
Stipulations

Additional Information
Citizen Involvement
Photo Simulation

Site Plan and details
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Case No. 22-UP-2003
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STIPULATIONS FOR CASE 22-UP-2003

PLANNING/ DEVELOPMENT

1. CONFORMANCE TO DEVELOPMENT SUBMITTAL. Development shall conform with the site
plan submitted by Voice Stream and dated 4/24/02. These stipulations take precedence over the
above-referenced site plan. Any proposed significant change, as determined by the Zoning
Administrator, shall be subject to subsequent public hearings before the Planning Commission
and City Council.

2. LANDSCAPING. The applicant shall add two (2) mature trees and a new minimum 15-foot tall
saguaro cactus to the site, in accordance with the site plan submitted by Voice Stream and dated
4/24/02.

3. HEIGHT LIMITATIONS. The wireless communications facility shall be located within an artificial
cactus that shall not exceed 30 feet in height, measured from existing grade.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR CASE 22-UP-2003

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

1. NATURAL AREA OPEN SPACE AND SCENIC CORRIDOR REVEGETATION. Before final site
inspection, the developer shall revegetate NAOS and Scenic Corridor in conformance with the
Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance, to the satisfaction of city staff.

ATTACHMENT #6



22-UP-2003
Desert Mountain Cactus

Attachment #7. Citizen Involvement

The above attachment is on file at the City of
Scottsdale Current Planning office,
7447 E Indian School Road, Suite 105.
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SITE NAME
DESERT MOUNTAIN

SITE ADDRESS
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